
Back to School Night
Mr. Kevin McManus, 7th & 8th grade ELA
kmcmanus@freeholdboro.k12.nj.us



About Me
I was born and raised in Staten Island, NY.  After completing school 
there, I attended the University of Delaware and earned my 
Bachelor of Arts in English.  

After graduation, I then went on to to earn my Master of Science in 
Education at CUNY Staten Island and received my certification in 
K-12 English/English Language Arts.

I’ve been teaching ELA in middle schools for 8 years, and am 
currently in my 4th year at Freehold Intermediate School.



What Will Your Child be Learning?
8th Grade

● Narrative Study & Writing
● Don’t You Dare Read This…
● Author Study
● Steinbeck; OM&M and Pearl
● Informational Essay
● Historical Figure Biographies
● Research Essay
● Holocaust Informational Unit
● Text Analysis
● Civil Rights Unit

7th Grade
● Narrative Study & Writing
● The Outsiders
● Informational Essay
● Renewable Energy Resources
● Research Project
● Nonprofit Organizations
● Poetry and Plays
● Written and performed
● Text Analysis
● Science fiction short stories





Grading Breakdown
Writing
Drafting 30.0%
Publishing 20.0%

Reading
Classwork 20.0%
Homework 10.0%
Pre-Assessments 0.0%
Assessments 20.0%



Procedures for Virtual Learning
In order for class to be successful virtually, there are a few items 
of importance for logging in and attendance.

1. At the beginning of the period, students MUST log into the 
Google Meet with CAMERA ON and MICROPHONE 
MUTED.  Their camera should be pointed at their face so 
they are visible. Moving forward, students will be marked as 
absent.  This is a directive made Mrs. Dougherty and Dr. 
Tomazic.



Procedures for Virtual Learning (cont’d)
2. Students should have the camera on for the entire duration 

of the class unless told otherwise.  Students are given a 5-10 
minute break somewhere during the class so they can 
stretch and give their eyes a break.

3. In every daily assignment posted, there will be a Google 
Form for attendance.  Students sign their name and submit 
the form in order to receive credit for being in class.  This 
takes a few seconds and should be done when the log-in.



Procedures for Virtual Learning (cont’d)
4. I will pose questions to the class and be available both in the 

Google Meet and within class documents to help.  If students 
have a question, in the upper left of the Google Meet there is 
a way to raise their hand.  This will let me know you have a 
question or comment.  Questions can also be asked in the 
chatroom or within private comments in their assignments. 



Procedures for Virtual Learning (cont’d)
5. Failure to sign in or follow these procedures will be the same 

consequences as if we were in school.  You may be removed 
from the Meet and referred to the Main office.  Again, virtual 
learning this year will be treated as if we are in school, so 
anything expected of you in a regular classroom will be 
expected of you online. 



A Typical School Day



What a Typical Day Looks Like
When we begin class two things happen:

First, students sign into the attendance 
form.  They put their last name, first name, 
and then submit.  This creates an 
alphabetized list for attendance.

Next, they begin work on the Do Now. 
Usually, this will have something to do 
with the lesson that day.  This is do now is 
for me to get to know your student a little 
better.



What a Typical Day Looks Like
Next, after about 10 minutes, we come together as a class and discuss what we will 
be doing that day.  This will be followed by a mini-lesson.  The first week of school 
was mostly ice-breaking activities, we will beginning to dive deeper into the 
curriculum later this week and going forward. 

Afterward, students will work independently on mastering what we just studied.  As 
the school year progresses, Google will make more technologies available to the 
school district, so group work will become a part of instruction.  At this time, 
“breakout rooms” are available in programs like Zoom, but Google is working to 
implement them in Meets.  In the meantime, I am conferencing with students 
privately in their documents and asking them questions/giving them advice when 
they create their responses.





What a Typical Day Looks Like
Finally, we will come together and discuss the lesson and the learning 
objectives.  This is typically where I will give a brief assignment to 
assess how the student is receiving the material and if I need to 
continue to teach that skill moving forward.

Side Note
At a certain stage of the lesson, I will give students a short break to rest 
their eyes, in the average of 5 minutes depending upon how much text 
they’d have been squinting at throughout the day.  This is a good time 
to stretch, walk around, use the facilities, etc.



How to Help from Home
The best way to help both your student and I do the best job we 
can is to keep an on eye on the Parent Portal on Genesis.  This 
way you can observe if they’ve been handing work in and if it has 
been on time.

Additionally, open communication will help if you have concerns 
about your student.  Email is the best way to reach me: 
kmcmanus@freeholdboro.k12.nj.us

I will also be reaching out if your student is not submitting work or 
logging into class.  As we progress through this week, keep an eye 
out in your inbox.



Questions?
Comments?
Concerns?




